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announced at which a “final 


the courtesy of notifying his 
colleagues Meanwhile, the 
city’s finances continue to de- 
‘erforate. Nothing permanent 
ean be decided: policy de- 
comes merely a series of tem- 
porary stop-gaps. But the city 
of Jerusalem cannot stand 
thie neglect and maltreat- 
ment. It suffered badly in the 
War of Liberation and is only 
now slowly recovering. As & 
centre of government, c & 
university and tourist city, ™ 
can manage to survive, but & 
rannot develop without an &c- 
tive municipality directed Dy 
a virile council All gets & 
deadlock and stagnation. The 
municipal staff is demoralized. 

There is no leadership 
Many citizens applauded Mr 
Shragal’s willingness to take 
over the arducus duties of 
Mayor nearly a year ago, al 
though they felt uncasy at tae 
party dickering that preceded 
this arrangement. R is, how- 
ever, now abundantly clear 
that this arrangement has not 
worked. No-one doubts Mr 
Shragai’s good-will hig hon- 
esty of purpose, his devotion 
to the city, his genume m- 
pathies with the difficulties 
in which the permanent mu- 
nicipal staff now find wen- 
les But the coalition which 
he heads will not endorse his 
policies Protracted negotia- 
tions have failed to produce 
any remedy. There is only 
one thing left for Mr. Shragai 
to do and that ils to resign. It 
im mot enough to crack the 
whip and threaten to resign; 
even the time for that is over 
Mr. Sbragai must actually re- 
s'gn "and put the responsibility 
for the future government of 
where it be- 
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cable which radically changed 
the whole situation. This was 
Great Britain's dramatic threat 
- it become public property «a 
few days later — to invoke its 
obligations under its treaty of 
1996 with Egypt to come to her 
aid ‘though Cairo had not re- 
quested it) and to enter the war 
against Israel unless the Israel 
troops withdrew from Egypt- 
lan soll. The United States, In 
transmitting this British de- 
mand, strongly supported the 
U.N. position forbidding offen- 
sive military operations in Pa- 
lestine or in Egypt and declared 
sharply that Israel must with- 
craw its troops at once if the 
war were not to spread. The 
note also deplored reported Is- 
rael “threats” against Jordan 
in talks which were then going 
on. 

Ben Gurion and his wife, Pau- 
la. were waiting for us. They 
could not have received us more 
warmly. 

It was soon plain to me that 
Ben Gurion had already been 
telephoned the substance of our 
paraphrase, as well as my fre- 
marks to Sharett. Nevertheicss 


bim It contained, I 
Sharett’s verbatim notes. I did 
not start the discussion until 
he was obviously ready. 

As I slowly read aloud the 
same paraphrase I had read 
to Sharett during the afternoon 
Ben Gurion followed his own 
text carefully. When my read- 
ing was finished, he began 6 
long counterexposition. In my 
diary for Friday, December 
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Two days later the Govern- 


ment of Israeli made its own 


was Sharett. “I wish to inform 
you.” the Foreign Minister's 
voice came over the wire high- 
pliched and tense, “that at se- 
ven-forty o'clock this evening, 
en enemy plane, presumabiy 
Egyptian, flying from the South- 
west, dropped three bombs on 
Jewish Jerusalem, injuring five 
persons. This is the fun bomb- 
ine of Jerusalem. We formally 
request the United States Gov- 
ertumem to protest to the Covr- 
ernment of Egypt.” 

I checked his words, and 
within an bour a message went 
off to Washington. I could not 
help thinking, when finally I 
went to bed, that this Egyptian 
act. far more than any Israel 
argument, helped the Jewish 
cause For clearly this attack 
on Jerusalem — the first time 
in history that any belligerent 
power dared to bomb the Holy 
City, although the Arabs had 
shelled u repeatedly before 
would take much of the sting 
out of.the British indictment of 
Jun activities in Egypt. 


RAF. Downed 

Five days later, on the eve of 
the Shabbat. Knox arrived im 
haste. “More trouble.” he said. 
The deta were few, not alto- 
gether clear, but enough to give 
one the jitters. Non-Israel 
planes had been observed fly- 
ing over the battle area in the 
Negev. Israel fighter pianes had 
taken up after them and shot 
down five of the planes — only 
then to discover that they might 
be British planes 

Reports poured in. Now the 
story was that the planes were 
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Britain acted swiftly. British 
troops within the next twelve 
hours landed and marched into 


down additional terms in words 
that came close to an ultimatum 
to Israel. No explanation could 
be tolerated; as we had anti- 
cipated, the whole machinery 
of stirring British public opin- 
jon apparently was to be set in- 
to swift motion. The days look- 
ed grim. 

To meet the issue we rent an 
urgent cable to Washington 
emphasizing the danger of Bri- 
tain’s opposition to 18 
rael’s occupation of the Negev 
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edrcas in recent political 
ry. 


The final bizarre twist to the 
‘*United Kingdom-Iersel air 
incident” came on January 18th 

the ext an- 
that the British 
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had yvi ig getting scarcer 


and of 

Cyprus. An incredible emding. 
Another crisis, then, was 
finally over. With something 
like calm once more restored, 
the country setticd down for the 
elections due within the month. 
With all the flourishes tradi- 
tional in the oldest democracies 
the campaign got under way. 
It was the end of one era, 
seemed to me. and the begin- 

ning of a new 

This le the efctth of a sertce 
ef ctcer from the freeently 
pubfis book by Mr. Mete- 
neald end i «@ condensation of 


Chapter [2. The aieth will appear 
tomerro w. 
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MR. ROKACH’S REGRETS 
To the aner of The POST 
Sir, — I wonder why Mr. 

Rokach is so concerned about 
that part of the population 
which did not get kasher 
meat during the last meat 
distribution, although it re- 
ceived a very handsome sub- 
stitute in fish and eggs. 

Did either Mr. Rokach or 
Rabbi Abrarmovitz ever ex- 
press concern for those who 
for three solid years had to 
be satisfied with a small, in- 
ferior ration of kasher meat, 
instead of receiving a ration 
much larger and of bet- 
ter quality for the same 
money? A this because of a 
minority of 12 per cent of the 
entire population. 

Yours etc, 
(Mrs.) L. VILENTCHUA 


Tel Aviv. 


Tel Aviv, Haifa 
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MEET Jsraci residents 


Dam to 1 p.m. 
at: 


Tel Aviv: 8 Relo Beth 


Gai, Wlembers and Friends: 
See Garacl the . . Z. O. way 


COME on our conducted tours in and cround 


AND e our institutions and services for child- 
care, youth-training and rehabilitation of 
immigrant women in towns, villages, 
camps end ma’bdarot. 


lands at our “At Homes.” 


Jerusalem: Rehow Hahavasélet. Tel 3641 


Wizo Club, 91 Rehov Hayarkon, Tel. 66825 — 
Haifa: Ohel Sara, Rehow Hehaluts, Tel. ] 


and Jerusalem 


and tourists from meny 


Hashoeva. Tel. 4538 


Se . 


otters 


1 would Mke a correspondent in 
Isreci. [| am 4 years off. mar- 
ried. and have two gone. 1 studied 
journaliem and have worked at 
„ My extracurricular activities 
at present itmeciude publicity for 
our public boi Parent-Teachers 
Azssociauen and our cooperative 
Nursery. I would enjoy corres 
ponding With sh ective youn: 
mat ron 
Mre. Deris Mier. 
415 Laurelion Rd., Rochester . 
New York, U.S.A, 
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tt morning 


because the new coalmi 

machines break it up). 

means gasworks, railways 
end — homes. Empty grates, 
queues for miserable sacks 
of patent fuel, an ineffective 
flicker of gas under the di- 
minutive Sunday joint and @ 
fifteen minutes’ wait for the 


" kettle to boil on a freezing 


— this is Britain's 
fuel outiook for next winter. 


RAIL TRANSPORT “This 
winter the problem is likely 
to be more acute than last, 
for there will be fewer staff 
and more traffic. “Tr 
users,” the same official bui- 
letin disarmingly goes on. 
“are co-operating with the 
railways to avoid dislocation 
this winter... cuts In passenger 
services are also planned 80 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 


JERUSALEM 
P.O.B. 266, Tel. 4102 


tue WIZO 


Jerusalem : 
Tel Aviv : 
Haifa: 


Rehov Jaffa, Municipality Bldg. 
87 Allenby Rd. 
9 Rehov 


wish to announce they will be 


_ Closed for Stock-Taking 


SHOPS 


ordau 


OUR 


With the approach of the New Year 


Wek WISH 


CLIENTS AND ALL ISRAEL 


1 jen ee 


EMPLOYEES, AGENTS and 
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HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 


Tel, 4142, 
Wish all their clients a 


Fortours-Foux & Rubin 


LET THE NEW YEAR 


STRENGTHEN OUR 


STATE 


AND BRING 


IMPROVEMENTS TO 
OURCOMMUNICATIONS. 
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of The Bank of Australasia Limited 
and The Union Bank of Australis 
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AUSTRALIA 
AND NEW ZEALAND 
BANK LIMITED 


de which ave merged The Bank of Australaste Limited and The Union 
: Bank of Australia Limiied 
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